
Gerrit Jan de Bruin 

Akkooi, Gelderland - Grand Haven, Michigan 

G.J. de Bruin to Sister 

January 11, 1899 

Dear Sister, 

Again I take the pen dear Sister to send you a few words. It is such 

pleasure to think I still have some comfort, even if it is from such a long 

distance. Yes, God knows sister if we see each other yet here on earth, but 

we leave it up to him who decides everything. I wish dear sister that you 

would write me a little more often. That would please me very much because 

it sometimes takes so long that I don't know how it is with you all. So 

from now on I would like to remind you that I asked you to write now and 

then. so if we are not lucky enough to talk to each other, we can still 

comfort each other by letter. 

Now I would like you to know another reason why I am writing to you. 

First to let you know that I got your check in good health. You can imagine 

how happy it made me, so I am secondly obliged to thank you a thousand and 

more times and how nice of your son-in-law to be concerned and send me 

something, please thank him, too, from the bottom of my heart and tell him 

that yesterday when the mailman told me it arrived, I was beyond myself with 

joy. Dear Sister, now I can buy some things that I couldn't buy before, 

because everything is so expensive an you always have to stand there with 

the money in your hand or it is not good. And to get something nowadays 

most people are not at home. The old farmers from the past are dead so the 

old are dead and the people of the area today and maybe God knows allover, 
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so proud and high minded, that's why. So a poor man is so easily and often 

forgotten and it's a shame that they can't help a poor man in need, but 

there is nothing we can do about it and I am happy that with your gift I am 

helped again for a little while and I wish that the good Lord will repay you 

a thousand times, you and your son-in-law. Yes all those who had anything 

to do with it. Yes, I have to tell you again how thankful I am for your 

reply sister. Will you do me a favor and wish my brother Arrie a happy New 

Year. That God may bless him in everything that he does, as he would 

probably also like to hear from me as I from you all. Now dear sister and 

children, I close with the pen but not with the heart, because my thoughts 

remain with you, again Sister thank you very much for your gift. After more 

greetings to all, I remain your loving Brother, 

Gerrit Jan de Bruin 

Akkooi 

by Leerdam 

Gelderland, Europe 
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Gerrit Jan de Bruin 

Akkooi, Gelderland - Grand Haven, Michigan 

G.J. de Bruin to Sister and other family 

October 13, 1899 

Dear Sister and other family, 

Today I take the pen again to tell you my happiness and joy for which I 

am still very thankful. Oh my dear, were it but granted me the comfort to 

enjoy to be present with you to reveal my thoughts, I could tell you a lot 

of the bad times of today or before that I have nothing in this world any 

more to bring me pleasure, at least if I didn't have poverty, and my best 

friends are also in the grave. And today there is little sympathy with a 

poor man, who have the most give the least, and there is not work here for a 

young man so what is there for me now that I am getting old. Oh how 

overjoyed I was last year with what you sent, I cannot thank you enough but 

one wish remains, I hope the good Lord may repay you a thousand times. And 

now my dear Sister and other family with another winter looking me in the 

face I am bold once more to ask you if you have a little something so I can 

provide for the least necessities for the winter, other wise I have absolute 

nothing, barely a coat good enough if I have to go into the village. I hope 

and wish therefore that you can discuss it with each other and maybe 

together send me a little something to supply me in my poverty. It would 

make me so happy if you could give something. Believe me, with fear I look 

forward to the coming winter, but the Lord will not forget my poor soul. 

After this request, I close with the pen, but not with the heart. I stay 

with you in thought and hope to receive good news from you, that all are 



2 

still healthy, that is my first wish, and secondly that when you get this 

letter you will write back again right away so I know you got this letter. 

And do the regards to my brother Aarie and ask him if maybe he can send a 

little something, as I am satisfied with little. Oh, please think of your 

brother. 

Receive the greetings from me who calls himself your loving brother. 

Gerrit Jan de Bruin 
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Gerrit Jan de Bruin 

Akkooi, Gelderland - Grand Haven, Michigan 

G.J. de Bruin to Sister and family 

January 15, 1900 

My dear Sister and family, 

I see again that you did remember your brother as you can see I thought 

to write you a second letter, because after some time I thought you didn't 

get my first letter, and now I see that this letter passed your letter. I 

see on the date that you couldn't have received the second one. It was at 

Christmas that I received this pleasant news. It was for me a happy 

Christmas dear Sister. Then I waited a few days before I got the money. 

Fortunately I can now again get a few things. You can imagine how nice that 

is for me. I cannot thank you enough. 

But now dear Sister that now he will calIon you. But if you will be 

so kind to have a little something. The the good all-knowing God who knows 

I need it, will pay it back. Remember and believe that Jesus says, who will 

give a drink of water to the least in his name will not miss his reward in 

heaven, how much more blessing you can expect if you can help your poor 

brother with a little something. He the giver of everything will already 

bless you in this life. You will have to make the decisions, but please 

bring my regards to Arie and see what he can give me, tell him just the way 

I have told you. Tell him that if it is at all possible to send a little 

something, maybe his children can also send something, please understand, if 

I didn't feel so sorry for myself I would not write because I already 

received something from you. I only do it so you know is old age and 
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poverty and he is here all alone. I think you understand enough now my 

dear. In expectation I end now with the pen. I pray again in God's name, 

think of your poor brother. 

Regards from me who calls himself your loving brother, 

G.J. de Bruin 

Akkooi 
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Gerrit Jan de Bruin 

Akkooi, Gelderland - Grand Haven, Michigan 

G.J. de Bruin to Sister 

December 26, 1900 

Dear Sister, 

Here I am sending you a few words for what I received from you. 

Thousand and again thousand times I thank you dear Sister. You understand I 

again can provide for a few things. 

but he passed away a long time ago. 

You ask me about Korneelis van Doorn, 

When you come by Aari give him and his 

sons my regards for the coming New Year. When you get this letter wish him 

too a blessed New year and you, too, my dearest Sister I wish a bl~ssed and 

happy life, and after here under God's guidance having completed this 

pilgrimage I wish you a happy eternity. I don't know anything else to write 

as the regards from all acquaintances and friends and from me who calls 

himself your loving brother, Gerrit Jan de Bruin. 

Akkooi 

by Leerdam 
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Gerrit Jan de Bruin 

Akkooi, Gelderland - Grand Haven, Michigan 

G.J. de Bruin to Sister 

March 4, 1901 

Dear Sister, 

In name of your brother I have to send you a few words. You may say, 

there he comes knocking at our door again. No my dear, remember that in the 

first letter brother Aari would also come across with a little something, 

and because we did not know what Aari's address was, we sent the letters to 

you. Because I who have written this letter for him can testify how 

necessary it was that you help this poor soul. I have to tell you that he 

can hardly get around, he walks so crooked and helpless and I must say if 

you saw him you would be filled with pity for this poor wretch. 

Please let Aarie read this letter. 
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Gerrit Jan de Bruin 

Akkooi, Gelderland - Grand Haven, Michigan 

G.J. de Bruin to sister 

January 3, 1902 

Dear Sister, 

I bring you today the good news that I received the money you sent me. 

I want to thank you a thousand times. I hope the good Lord will reward you 

for what you have done for me. It makes me really happy. I was able to pay 

a few debts and now I can get some things again, which is so nice for me 

because I cannot earn anything. From brother Aari I haer nothing and wonder 

how he is doing. Do he and his children have enough to eat? When you talk 

to him wish him a happy New Year and may God keep him and his many years in 

good health. Dear Sister, I don't think we will have the opportunity 

anymore to gratefully shake each other's hands, maybe we will not see each 

other anymore in this life, that God may be gracious to you and bless you 

for this life and the life here after I heartily wish for you. I end now 

with the pen pput not with the heart. Greetings from all friends and family 

and from your loving brother, G.J. de Bruin 

Akkoi by Leerdam 
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